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‘Ls During his visit to Auman in the fall of 198, Husni Za'im told King ‘Abdullah 
of Transjordan that he was strongly opposed to President’ Qummatll of Syria 
and that he was awaiting the day when he could take part, as a leader or 
a collaborator, in a rove to establish oe "strong? government in Syria 
that wuld get rid of the “dishonest politicians" who vere’ruining that 
country. Later 'Abdulleh wrote to his Damascus informaris, among then 

-Yasan Halcin, asking for thei opinion of Za'im and of his chances for 
fvIFiLLing his ambitions. Hakim stated to source that he and the other 
informants had’told !Abdullah thet Zatin was a fool, that his boasting was 
idle, and that, furthermore, Presider Quimatli had long been eware of 
Zatin's anbitions and did not consider then serJouslye 


2o When the coup d'etat did take place in Syria,’ ‘Abdullah was taken by 
suyprise and immediately sent Sudqi Bey Qasim, prominent Transjordanian 
and strong supporter of 'Abdullah, to Ilusni Zatin to see if the coup could 
be turned to 'Abdullah's advantage. Zatim offered no encouragement to 
Qasin, who, plainiv erbarrassed at his discourteous reception by Za!in, 
confined his remaxks to velaying ‘Abdullah's congratulations and advice 
to deal harshly with Quwetlits supporters and others who had hindered 
good relations betreen. Syria and Trans jordane 


3. Later Qasin contacted Subhi. 'Umari, pro-'Abdallah Syrian, who agreed to 
adviss Zatim to cone to terns with MAbdulleh, However, when "ard 
discussed this with Za'tin, he was told thet Za'im had no need for anyones 
least of all for a “desert ruler who could not furnish cums and airplanes." 


le Shortly thereafter, however, 'Unari. told source that Za'in was considering 
sconortie and military aprecments with ‘Abdullah and had Instructed certain 
of his assistants to draw up proposals for thése agreements which would 
not include any political provisions whatever. Zalim invited ‘Abdullah 
to send a representative for preliminary talks connected with the 
preperation of such agreementse Zain told ‘Umari that any talks on these | 
subjects would be held in Demaseus, rather than in Aman, and that the "King 
could come to me" if ha were interested in Syrlan-Transjordanian cooperations 
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Sources eis: ogee: that, after 2 talk with "Umari. and Hasan 
Wekin, Za'in decided to send tUmari to Amman on 15 April to tork 

out details of a military pact between Syria and Transjordans 

Hasan Hakim told Zatim that he should arrest all major’ anti~'Abdvilah 
elenaxts in Syria, such’as Dr. Subhi Abu-Ghanimah, and, although 
Z2/im promised to do so, no further steps were taken, source stateso 


CONFIDENTIAL 
COM bEAL 


Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002700340002-7 


